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. . . . markets. parking lots. highrl-a!- serr-ice Stations. airports 
and theirparkii~g areas. transferpoirlts hetn-eel1 I-arious nleans 
oftransport. shon-roo111 centers along ur11a11 exit roar1.5. residual 
spaces. shipping container yards. used car dealerships. auto 
pr-eyarcls. odd spaces Betn-eel] highn-a!- interchanges. u~lused 
'.greeil spaces". junk>-ards. abaildoilecl farnllancls. These 
t~pologies c1011.t offer spontaneous tenlporan- gatherii~g and are 
regulated h>-relentless interilal lans of distrihutioi~. investnlent 
ancl profit. These larl-s hat-e no interest in the site. theirs is no 
neecl for the site. their selling point i.5 hased oil offering the 
illusioi~ of helonging to a more aclr-anced. reassuring rc-orlcl. In 
essence. they represent 110 sense ofl~eloiiginga~~d are no i~ -~ laces  
or r-oids l ~ t n - e e n  indir-idual and inarket. 

-1lttorio Gregotti 

These 'terrain vagues' described by Gregotti ailcl others. are the 
product of years of urban deca!- and suhurl.laa expansioi~. Once the 
permeate of the -old' urban centers in such contemporan cities as 
Houston. Atlanta. and Los Angeles. many of these sites are under 
reassessment and revitalization. Ruled now by new strains of dis- 
trihution. investment and profit. many questions and challenges 
arise as these residual spaces are re-appropriated. 

This prese~ltation addresses Midtoxrn Atlanta. an area in the heart 
of the tit!- currentl! undergoing rapid renewal and gentrification. 
The goal o f  this ongoing research is to der-elop architectural and 
ur l~ai~  proposals that critique underlr-ing assua~ptio~ls and e-~isting 
q a t e n ~ s  o f  I-alue in order to re-use or retrofyt ~ieglected sites i n  the 
coiitealporaq- city 

ilrcliitecture and Urban Planning must a11ra)-s be an espressioil of 
a desire and an iilstlu~nent of necessitr-- supporting the basic needs 
of individuals aud the collective through the resolution of illultiple 
physical and spatial functioils at various scales. and e~nhracing our 
capacity to dream and imagine potential futures ~ v l ~ i c h  over time 
inscribe or reconditio~l current situations. It is this double opera- 
tion. the dialectic bet~teen necessit! and desiie. ~ l h i c h  in man! 
respects embodies the norh of alchltects and urban p l a~~ner s .  

Through the course of our research we are discovering some of the 
coinples issues at stake as illiler cit! neighborhoods quickl!- rede- 
~e lop .  Reasonably sound real estate ~a lues ,  availabilit! of large 



vacant parcels of land. historic stivctures in need of retrofit and 
preservation, tax breaks for new development. are all contributing 
factors. Sinrultaneousl!; one ohselves on the north end of Atlanta 
unmitigated suburban development. unprecedentetl sprawl and 
Paral!-zing 1-eliicular congestion. The equation is quite simple: 
Alidto~vn is  situated to I~ecome a viahle motlel for urban retlevelop- 
ment. placing it's inhahitants in close proximit!- to their occupa- 
tions. cultural and political institutions. restaurants alrd retail es- 
tablishments. 

Our assessment of Midto~rn and TI orhing methodolog! includes the 
follov ing: 

1. Site specific exaalinations of the political instmments in 
place. i.e. zoning ordinances. planning regulations ant1 
nlunicipal t as  structures. in  ortler to come to klro~r the 
forces that inscribe the limits of tlevelopment i11 hliclto~i-11. 
Over time. these policies have argual)l!- contril~utetl to the 
J e ~ ~ l i s e  of this once viable. central. urhan eiivironment. 

2 .  Investigating the dynamic het\reen predominant market 
forces and an el-olring master plan in the cultural center of 
Atlanta. To identif!- the strengths ant1 ~ieaknesses  of the 
new master plan - the 'Blueprint Rlitlto~nl'. Wliile the com- 
munit!- has p l a y d  a role in the development of the master 
plan. the p r iman  audience of the Blueprint is private de- 
velopment. Special Puhlic Interest (SPI) ant1 Comniunit!- 
Improvement Districts (CID) are to date the most promising 
compoiielits to evolve out of this reevaluation. 

3. Attempts at alternate readings of Rlidto~rn, against that of 
familiar models that introduce suburban settlenlent pat- 
terns into the existing urban framework. promoting vehicu- 
lar oriented planning ~ r h i c l ~  further decimates an ahead!- 
debilitated urban texture. illso. to challenge some of the 
assunlptions poorly elucidated in the Blueprint regarding 
land use and densit!; and espand the frame~vork to in- 
clude the peripheral contlitions of the district as ailtl im- 
perative to reintegrating Midtown into adjacent neighbor- 
hoods. 

4. Illustrate through case studies. architectural and uihan 
design, projects ~ i h i c h  might contribute to the economic. 
social and cultural viahilit! of one of Atlanta's most piom- 
ising urban environments. 

F71iat role does design research play in this current milieu? How 
might developers be redirected toliarcls a larger understanding of 
urhan redevelopnleiit and dix-erse programmatic necessit!~? A'hat 
role can architects and planners pla!- in the development of plan- 
ning and zoning documents. or the establishment of legislation 
regarding social and aesthetic policies? 

SOME FORCES AT WORK IN THE DISTRICT 

Originall!- planned and constructed at the turn of the century. Mid- 
tolrn is totla!- home to a xride variety of AAtlanta's culture ant1 com- 

nrerce - NationsBanh. IBRI. First Union. the Fox Theater. the l o o -  
diuff .Arts Center. the High hluseum. Piedmont Park, and MARTA. 
Though these buildings and places hring a nuirrher of people into 
the area. there is to date no sig~lificant urban <lensit!-. T h a t  exist 
11o~v. though changing rapid!-. is series of nodes of acti7-it!- concen- 
trated around niajor thorouyhfai.e:, ailti XI-ARTA stations. Eut the 
i~eiglil~orhootl has a great s!-stem of streets ant1 side~ralks. ant1 is  
1%-aiting intrlligent retrofit and reprogrannlling of man!- of it's par- 
cels. 

A4s an esteirsion of the Alidtoxvn Alliance. formetl in 1978. a n  orga- 
nizatiolr calletl Bluej~rint 4litlton-11' was created in 1993 to oversee 
Rlidto~vn's iarpending redex-elopment.' Ki th  the help of Consult- 
ant/Urban Planner Anton Nelessen's patented sui-r-ey metliotl. called 
the Lisual Preference S ~ n - e ! - ~ ~ ' .  the hlidto~rn -4lliance ..activel!- 
pursued the opinions and itleas of all sectors of our cornmunit!- 
through a visual surve!; a questionnaire. a ~rorkshop. ant1 a series of 
follo~r-up review sessio~rs."' As descri1)ed through their T\-ellsite - 
Tlie purpose o f the  Blueprii~t is to stinlulate i len der-elopllie~lt. to 
pro~ide  clirectioi~ forpuhlic iillpror-eu~leilts. a id  eilhailce the pedes- 
trian eilr iroilnleilt. 

-4nother function of Blueprii~t is to assist developers in  navigatiilg 
the process of lantl acquisition and planning ~t-ith the Cit!- of At- 
lanta. To accomplish this the B l ~ e ~ ~ r i i ~ t  created a ilatahase of infor- 
mation that allows developers to see what land is  available for 
development. details the current zolliilg restrictioi~s and outlines 
expected uses. The Blueprint promotes a fornial review process be- 
fore an!- project is submitted the City Plannillg Authorit!.. These 
are just a few parts of the Blueprint that promote long tern1 changes 
to the ph!-sical appearances of the neighborhood. 

The hlidto~vn -4lliance is active in revising the zoning ortlinances 
for the district. Most recently. Special Puhlic Interest zones (SPI) 
have been outlined to promote localized development of retail and 
commercial activit!. centered on Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Tran- 
sit .Authorit!- (MARTA) stations. Building type and use. parking. 
parking lots. and sethacks are sonle of the ~na jor  elemellts covered 
in the SPI's for the Midto1611 district. PC-hile SPI's promote economic 
gro~r th  and diversit!. in districts. Comalunit!- Improvement District 
(CID) a l l o ~ r  111one!- to be  directed towards specific public improve- 
ment projects like water. public transportation. streets. parks and 
recreational facilities. stor111 .crater. sewage. and parking. A CID is 
a geographicall!- defined district in which conlnlercial property 
owners vote to impose a self tas. and theii determine h o ~ r  those 
funds are spent in theii g i ~ e n  commui~it ies .~ The Bluepri~lt is cur- 
rently under Reviev b! the C i t ~  of Atlanta Zoning Board, and if 
approved. will becoiile the Master Plan for redevelopment. 

To date. the Blueprint is focused on raising money and satisf!-ing 
investors, in essence concretizing the interface between property 
owners and development. At the vanguard of this n e v  develop- 
ment is  luxun- housing, and in some respects this ahead!- jeopar- 
dizes the long term vision of the plan. A significant challenge is  to 
develop a strategj- which demonstrates to developers how invest- 
ment i n  Puhlic Spaces, neglected infrastructure and  Parks can 
increase propert!. value. As of this draft. this crucial dimension of 



the master plan has yet to be developed. and as an!- Atlanta resi- The nlost obvious defect today wit11 these sites is the inahilitj- to 
dent knows. the tit!- no longer ~vants to be involved in the develop- regulate the open spaces ~rhich  functionall!- acconipan!- them. Bye 
ment or management of nelr parks or puhlic spaces - the ultinlate are investigating Jra!-s and means to comprehend and tlesign such 
goal is privatization. spaces so that they mediate with surroundings and ~vit11 the land. 

PROGRAMMING 

In "From the Grountl bp:  Progra~lrnling the Urban Site". Andrea 
Kahn. makes the case for an approach to urban programming hased 
on a close understantling of the site tlirough 'site construction'. 
,Igainst tratlitional url~an planning approaches ~vhich privilege 
the 'veduto' or aerial I-iexv of the city as a series of ol~jective. 110- 
mogenous intenvoren enclaves, ~rhich  "eliminate any hint of the I/ 
e!-e". multi-valeat readings of site propose possil~le futures based 
upon a larger understanding of specific site forces. Conceiving of 
site as a compilation of urban nal-ratives. both literal and fictive. 
mig11t propose "stranger paths througl~ the tit!-". Site construction. 
tllrough tlie evaluation and invention of urban narratives "proffer 
espansire visions to include the [not] city- that resistant space that 
defies reductive classification. tlie mobile grountl that refuses to 
he contained." 

A concern I\-ith contest or site construction as outlined above is 
Inore often than not overshado~k-ed b!- uliiversal practices gal-enled 
h!- mass communication and shapeless aggregations. Informed not 
hy the hod!; but by high~va!- infrastructure. service related terrains 
and voids in the urban infrastructure created h!- errant zoning and 
economic polic!; such 'atopic' spaces are in need of reassesment. 
Kith regards to this conception of site and programming. Wttorio 
Gregotti writes in "Inside Architecture" about the phenomenon of 
Atopia- the principles of settlenlent based on something other 
than the idea of place. 

Perhaps the formal orga~~izatioil of these atopical t!pologies 
needs to he more radical. The!- clo not seen] to draw sigi1ificailt 
n~orphological materials from tlieir or,-11 esistence or from 
their on-11 i~ature as celibate nlachines. or use their estraiieous 
state as a clialectical eleaient rc-it11 regard to c.onte.xt. Certain 
products of ~noderii eiigiileeril~g present poetic qualities hased 
011 their ii~ternal coherence slid 011 a dialectic with their con- 
te..;t. The most obr-ious defect is the inabilit!- to regulate vast 
open spaces that fulictio~iall!- acconipan!- then1 and the iiiahil- 
ity to desig~i such spaces so that the!- mediate nith surrouiiclings 
and with the laid.  

Xtopicalit!. accordi~lg to Gregotti. might be interpreted as a sign of 
an inevitable mechanism of international interdependence (cul- 
tural, political. economical) that has j-et to find a significant spa- 
tial orgailization in architecture and takes the forni of control and 
domination. against community attenlpts to secure traditions. 

Through the specific sites examined: parking lots. broxvnfields, 
ne~vl! inscribed "special public interest' and .cornmunit! develop- 
ment' zones. dysfunctional gaps in the cit! i.e. interstate viaducts 
ancl tunnels, lie are searching for poetic qualities hased on an 
internal and esternal coherence and a dialectic with their contest. 

PROJECTS 

The (Con) Temporary Film Institute 

http:/h\-x1~t-.gg-arc.hitects.c0111/(1ri1 einhome.htm1 

Public space is where the meaning and the unity of the social is 
negotiated. As 'Public Spaces' are slo~vly absorbed by privatization 
and the very definition of the 'Social' evolves. one must take stock 
of those spaces. public and private. \sliich constitute a priman- 
place of interaction. The parking lot. as many of us know. is the 
most frequently esperienced urban space in Atlanta. As a compo- 
nent of a viable urban fabric. Richard Dagenhart states "Atlanta's 
parking lots lead to no~rhere." During the clay. the (Con)Temporary 
Filnl Institute operates as most other parking lots in the vicinit!; 
accommodating the in and out of traffic. I11 the evening. when 
man!- of the adjacent lots have little to no occupant>-. the CFI is 
bus!; s1101viiig a double feature 7 nights a week outside and inside. 
Park !-our car, walk up and d o ~ m  Peachtree Street. conle back, 
watch a fill11 and visit with friends. Denlaud will be great for each 
of the 99 spaces in the lot. The outside seating and queuing 
area adjacent to the diuer will be bus:. The alunlillum frame. 
hased on the  modular of simple scaffolding design.  and 
light~reight skin contribute to the ephemeral nature of the project. 
Upon short notice. as new clients come fonvard with plans for 
permanent structures. the (Con)Temporar! Filnl Institute can 11e 
disassemhletl and reconst~ucted elseuhere, at minimum cost and 
maximum reusabilit!. 



Another Atlantic Steel 

littp://~\~~~\.gg-arclzitects.coi~l/dtlanticsteel.htl 

ET-ents. large scale auto. etc. conve~ltions. to sound affordahle lious- 
ing. workspace and shopping spaces. our design e~iibraces tlie es- 
isting street and circulation patterns of the contemporar!- c i ty  
These nm-  amenities are xvoven into a 1.9-mile racing loop. Mul- . . 

tiple speeds ant! layers of movement overlap at numerous instai~ces 
in  the revitalizecl neig11l)orhootl. Tlie infieltl of tlie development is 
open to vehicular. recreational and pedestrian circulatioi~ 24/7. 
T\-hile the track, tlie greatest 20th century sporting venue in the 
city. supports a rarietj- of functiotls ingrained in the dail! lives of 
-1tlal1ta's 3 i i~i l l iol~ inhahitants. 

5'h Street Bridge Plus 

William Davis 

-'Kith thr coi~clitioi~s of the i i ldi~.id~al c o n ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ i t i e s  011 either 
side of the Dort-i~ton-11 Coi~ilrctor pushed to the eclge that their 
prograili,i. rl-ill allow; if calculal~le space o f ' i ~ ~ l ~ e t r ~ - e ~ ~ ~ ' i s  rreaterl 
- a l i i ~ l .  This project is coilcer~~ed rt-ith hon- to engage this 

Tlie 1101~ defuact -Atlantic Steel. .Alnerica's largest bro\vnfield rec- 
lamation project. is situated to hecome a model for urban re t l e~e l -  
opment. Atlanta. haven to numerous large scale sporting facilities 
and the consummate auto congested contemporar!- city. provides 
tlie social. economic and political narrative for this proposal. From 
defensive driving classes. I\-eekend NASCAR and Grand Pris  

l ir~~ited space of infrastructure that has to date bee11 arl over- 
looked voicl. inr-isil~le. A 11er1-lxiclge. 11-hich is all e.1tensio11 to 
Georgia Tech :s center for Literature. Culture aild Coi~~r~luriica- 
tioil serl-es to er~hai~ce both clistricts as well as the greater ur11a11 
corllruui~it~: " 



Public-Private Interface: -4 Xen- Park -41ld Conununit~ Center .At 
The Miclton?~ Marta Station 

Kristen Brantley 

"The Midtor+a district in de f i c i e~~ t  iil a I-arietr- of scalccl 
open spaces. The Blueprint ~llicltowl b approach public space 
ailclparks'is to date yet defiilecl'aiid iil this respect is lack- 
ing. The issue of r-icinitr- to cler-elopi~ie~~t  lodes has bee11 or-er- 
loolied. This specific site helongs to a Special Prograilj Interest 
Zo17e. This inr-estigatio~~. defined as a Puhlic/Prir-ate initia- 
tir-e. seeks to outline rrays in rl-hi~h Prir-ate Corporatio~~s 
can begin to collahorate 1%-it11 the citr- ill order to ei~hailce the 
puhlic do i~~a i i~ . "  

Revealing Diverse Publics: A New Market And Plaza At The 
3rd Street Tunnel -Michael Reiman 

http://~~~\qt-.gg-architects.com/masters.htiiil 

'.Ii~teiltioi~s illust be dir-erse i i ~  order to fill the rleerls ailel desires 
ofa n-ide range of iilclir-idual interests. This tui~ilel. for decades 
igilored a i d  ~ e t  used clailj- huildrrds. leads this i~lvestiga- 

ti011 torrards a ineans to retrofit. or-erlap and i~ltei~sifvprogran~s 
iil inr.e~~tir.e 1%-ays to create a social space. Iilherei~t fle.~iljilit~- is 
iinperative if this nerc- space is to have lasting aleailing rk-ithi11 
the ever chang i~~g  larldscape of the city. " 

TOWARD A CONCLUSION 

As we ohsen-e the dramatic reallocation of development resources 
to~vartl hlidto~vn and the efforts of public and quasi-public institu- 
tions to illanage and condition this rapid growth it becomes clear 
that Rlidto~vn is in danger of being ovenvhelnled b!- the forces of 
privatization. exclusion and market oriented commodification. 
R-ithout addressing the broader needs of the district. beyond luxur\- 
housing and restaurants. or investigating alternate solutioiis to 
some of these pressing problems, the forces of flexible late capital- 
ist accumulation and standardization are poised to transforin Mid- 
tolvn into a homogeneous landscape sanitized of the diversity which 
characterizes urban life. 

Man! of the proposals in this folio address specificallj those ci\ ic 
and public institutions and patterns vhich hale been slolvl! eu- 
clutled or disintegrated froin urban planning discourse. and in this 
sense. are aligned wit11 the problem of memol?. ethicallmoral re- 
sponsihilit! and life cycle. Understanclabl~, these proposals hale 
limits, houeter. iiev inodels niust be revealed and investigated if 



urban revitalizatioil is to ~ r o r k  to support the man!- fuilctions and NOTES 
desires of the tit!-. 

'Blueprint RJidtom ~rebsite: 11/tp://11 ~vii..bl~~~j~ri~~/-~~~id/oi~-~~.org. 

'11ttp:N11-1v1t~.6luepri1it-111idton n . o q .  
The  catalog o f f o ~ - i ~ ~ s  is ei~clless: z111ti1 er-en- s h a p  has fouild its 

' I l~id. 
[,it!; new cities I)-ill illoiltiilue to he bor71. K ~ ~ I I  the fornis rxlliilac~st 

'11ttp:Nn i~.iv.hluepl.i~~t-~~~irlto~i~~.olp. 
their I-ariet!- a i ~ d  collle apart. the  e11c1 o f  cities h q i ~ l s .  

Italo Calr-ii~o 


